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T O © 


The Author of the Life of 
Cardinal Pole, lately pub- 
liſhed in England. 


S I R, 


O U have been pleaſed to make 
free (a little too free, we pro- 
teſtants think) with our excellent Au- 
thor, Biſhop Taylor, in ſome of your 
quotations \ Ss him. We now take 
the liberty to call upon you publicly, 
to reviſe your quotations, and there- 
upon, either to confeſs ingenuouſly, 
that you have at leaſt miſapplied his 
ſenſe; or elſe to give up your cauſe as 
indefenſible, ſo far as your citations 
from this author are concerned. As 
to the reſt, we ſhall ſoon follow you, 
by a fair examination of all your ſpe- 


cious pretenſions in favour of the holy 
A 2 See, 


(iv ] 
See. Implicit faith is not, nor ever 
will be, the faith of proteſtants. Chri- 
ian, catholic faith, founded on regſon, 
and the genuine ſenſe and deſign of 
Scripture, is Our principle. 

So fare-ye-well, Sir, you and your 
adherents. All the harm, that we pro- 
teſtant Chriſtians wiſh you, is, To 
ſeek Truth and Peace; To diveſt your- 
ſelves of Prejudices; To renounce Falſe- 
hoods ; To decline Sophiſiry; To ab- 
hor Cruelty ; To practiſe Charity; 
And to forfake your Errors. 


A WorD 


A Word to PROTESTANTS. 


A MON the following obſervations of 
Biſhop Taylor, you will find this diſ- 
criminating mark of Heretics, truly and pro- 
perly ſo called, according to the ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture; viz. that they are a ſet of evil men and 
ſeducers, decerving and being deceived ; and alſo 
given over to believe a lie. Error (he obſerves) 
becomes maſter of their underſtanding, theit 
wil] being firſt corrupted : - They firſt play the 
knave (ſays he) and then play the fool: 
Whereas, if they were honeſt, they would, 
with God's grace, diſcover and diſclaim their 
error, — This being the caſe, it is well, if the 
_ gentleman, to whom I have taken the liberty 
to addreſs the foregoing ſhort epiſtle, with 
others of his fraternity, who act the fame part 
that He does, ſhall be able to clear themſelves 
of the charge of hereſy. If he has acted no 
other than a fair and ingenuous part, becom- 
ing a man of integrity, and a lover and pur- 
ſuer of truth, he muſt be acquitted of the 
charge : But if the part, which he hath 
choſen to act, in the two voluminous per- 
formances, which are now ſo much talked 
of, be of a different caſt, and, inſtead of 
righteouſneſs and truth, be found to be replete _ 
with chicanery, perverſions of truth, miſre- 
preſentations of facts, falſifications of doctrines 
and of writings, and with other artifices, to 
inveigle us into a favourable opinion of po- 


Petry, 
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pery, and reduce us to our former ſubjection 
to Rome; then the charge muſt ſtand good, 
and it will be impoſſible for father Phillips, or 
any of his party, who take theſe heretical 
meaſures, to ſhift off the charge of hereſy, 
and prevent its faſtening upon them, as theit 
proper ſignature of diſtinction, and indefeaſi- 
ble hereditary right. 

Theſe politic manœuvres, you will find, are 
common with this claſs of men, on all ſuch 
occaſions, and in all ſach writings. I have 
one inſtance out of many now before me, 
which will convince you of this, and at the 
fame time delineate to you the very exact cha- 
racter, in theſe particulars, of the writer of the 
life of Cardinal Pole. 

About the cloſe of the laſt, or the begin- 
ning of the preſent century, was publiſhed, 
in this proteſtant country, a book bearing 
this title, An Eſſay towards a propoſal for 
catholic communion, &c. aſſerted (though falſe- 
ly) to have been publiſhed by a Miniſter of 
the church of England, when it was directly 
calculated for the ſervice of the church of 
Rome. To ſecure their end the better, the 
party, who are never wanting in aſſurance, 
any more than they are in intrigues, uſed all 
the means in their power to have it believed 
by the Public, that the author of the ſaid 
book was a certain Divine of note in our 
eſtabliſhed church; who ſome time before 
had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his ſucceſsful 


labours in favour of true religion, againſt all 
3 oppoſers 
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poſers of it. This was a mean device, 
and fared accordingly; being diſbelieved by 
every one, that knew the character of the 
Clergyman, and knew the wiles of the ad- 
verſary. At laſt, Mr. N. Spinckes, a learned 
preſbyter of this our church, obſerving the 
tendency and ſpread of this pernicious Eſay, 
and the fatal effect, which it had upon many, 
reſolved to lay open the inſidious ſcheme of 
it, and accordingly executed his undertaking 
in a laudable and effectual manner, to the 
ſatisfaction of all judicious perſons, who fair- 
ly examined the pretenſions on both ſides. 
On the one fide, all was art and cunning ; 
on the other, all was open, honeſt and ſincere : 
On the one fide, hereſy ; on the other, the 
love of truth (which is abſolutely incompa- 
tible with the true notion of hereſy) and a 
defire to communicate that truth to the 
world, 

Now attend, my friends, to the account, 
which Mr, Spnckes gives of this book, and 
judge from thence of the reſemblance, which 
ſome modern meaſures of making converts 
bear to ſome former ones, that were ſuc- _ 
ceſsfully uſed for that purpoſe. 

— I thought it no unſerviceable un- 
* dertaking, to make ſome ſhort reflections 
* upon this E/ay, whereby to ſhew what a 
* vein of fephiiry runs through it; and that 
© the author's whole bujineſs is only to dij- 
* guiſe popery, as far as he poſſibly can, 
i —by palliating ſome parts of it, denying 

| © others, 
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e others, pleading for others, that they are 
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not obhigatory ; and ſo endeavouring to per- 


* ſuade us, that a member of the church 
of England need part with very few, if 


any, of his principles, to be admitted into 
that of Rome.—This is all he has to offer 
in favour of an accommodation, Viz. That 
the Romani/ts are at a far leſs diſtance from 
us, than themſelves generally own, and we 
know they are ; and that ſome few of our 
own writers have thought they might ven- 
ture ſomewhat nearer them in ſome few 
particulars, than the reſt of us dare : Whilſt 
yet theſe ſame perſons were ſenſible of 
ſo many other  inſuperable difficulties, as 
would not ſuffer them to think of unit- 
ing with them, whilſt theſe remain.'— 


The writer of the Eſſay, we are told far- 
ther, makes choice of ſuch paſſages only 
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in our writers (to whoſe authorities he 
appeals,) as he conceives may be d:/forted, 
ſo as to ſeem to favour his cauſe. — Here 
is nothing (as Mr. Sp. goes on) like /- 
cerity, or honeſly : Nothing but tricking 
and diſingenuity from the beginning to the 
end: — And the perſon, on whom the 
whole is fathered, is not ſo much as once 
acquainted with the t part of the de- 
jon. — Now a man, that ſets out at this 
rate, has little reaſon to expect ſucceſs, 
amongſt thoſe, who have any ſenſe of re- 


* [ig:0n, or any regard to their own welfare ; 
* nothing being more natural for ſuch [per. 


« ſons, ] 


ix | 
P Tons, ] than to have a fingular aver fron to- 
* wards any they find thus attempting to 
* impoſe upon them, and ſtherefore] to ſtand 
* watchfully upon their guard again them. 

The application is obvious; and the times 
will admit of no delay to examine thorowly 
into ſuch matters, and to keep a watchful 
eye upon the preſent attempts to delude us. 
I therefore caution you in love, my fellow- 
proteſtants, to be upon your guard. I do 
not mean to caution you againſt reading 
Mr. Philtips's treatiſe. This, though ſo com- 
mon a practice with the demagogues of 
the church of Rome, who abſolutely pro- 
hibit their followers to look into any Pro- 
teſtant- boot, is a piece of conduct, which a 
generous proteſtant, well- grounded in the 
truth of his religion, and #nowing the cer- 
tainty of thoſe things, which God hath re- 
vealed, would nobly diſdain, Read and wel- 
come, my friends; but then, be ſure you 
examine well what you read, and exerciſe 
the beſt judgement, which God hath given 
you, and for the due uſe of which you are 
accountable to Him ; nor admit of any one 
aſſertion in this plauſible writer, for truth 
and fact, but what he can clearly prove 
to you to be ſuch. 

One or more able and worthy Divines 
of our church, and perhaps ſome other 
learned Engliſh proteſtants, will, it is hoped, 
before it be much longer, lay open to you 
at large, many groſs and palpable miſre- 
| a preſentations 
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preſentations of facts, and perverſions of doc- 
trine, ſo diſhonourably and yet artfully ſcat- 
tered throughout theſe two bulky volumes ; 
to which the author, I ſuppoſe, expects 
from us the ſuccumbency of an implicit 
faith : Which we will never grant him, 
nor to any other emiſſaries of Rome, ſo long 
as we have our eyes open, our judgement 
© "otra fog 
ait therefore a while my ſerious, ſenſible, 
and ſedate countrymen, and you will ſee the 
happy iflue of the affair now in agitation ; 
which will be diſcuſſed with fairneſs, elu- 
cidated with clearneſs, and then left to all 
rational men to judge of, What is here 
laid before you, is only an intermediate pre- 
parative to what you may in due time ex- 


pe. =” ogy effectual purpoſe, from much 
abler 8. 


ADVER- 


[ i 1] 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


HERE cannot be a fairer, a more 

candid, or more diſpaſſionate manage- 
ment, a more clear thread of reaſoning, or 
more ſolid and convincing arguments, upon 
the ſubjects here briefly preſented to view, 
than are to be found in the judicious trea- 
tiſe (a), from which the following obſer- 
vations are deduced. Thoſe, who may de- 
fire farther information upon any of theſe 
heads, may have recourſe to the book itſelf ; 
which will amply recompenſe their care in 
peruſing it, if they peruſe it with an honef 
and impartial mind, deſirous of Truth only, 
and devoid of vulgar prejudices —The ſtyle, 
it muſt be owned, is ſometimes a little em- 
barraſſed; but moderate attention, joined with 
candid judgement, will eafily diſcern the ſenſe 
of the Author, and will, it is hoped, make 
the beſt uſe of it: | 


(a) The edition, from which theſe obſervations are 
drawn, is that of 1647. 4*. being the firſt edition, 
publiſhed by the author himſelf, 


EEE 


N. B. Biſhop Taylor wrote the following 
Tracts againſt Popery, which have been ſe- 
veral times publiſhed, and always well re- 
ceived by Proteſtants, in England and Ire- 
land: And alſo attended with good ſucceſs, by 
preventing ſome from being made converts 

a 2 ta 
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to the church of Rome, and recovering 
others from their obedience to it. 
1. A ſermon before the Univerſity of 
Oxford, upon the fifth of November, 1638, 
on Luke ix. 6 &c. and ſoon after there 


publiſhed by the authority, and under the 
patronage, of the Vice-chancellor, Dr, Ac- 
cepted Freuen, afterwards Archbiſhop of York. 
his ſermon, which (as far as we know) 
was the firſt piece, that he ever publiſhed, 
gave great offence to thoſe of the Roman 
communion, particularly the Teſuites, and 
drew upon him their obloquy, as well as 
maleyolence, It had been well, if they had 
forborne uttering falſeboods upon the occa- 
fion. But the aſperſions did not ſtick, nor 
could, upon ſo bright a character. See the 
ovements of Sir James Ware's works, by 
Walter Harris, EV; 1739. 
2. The real preſence and ſpiritual of Chriſt 
in the bleſſed facrament, proved againſt the 
doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, which he there 
ferts to be wholly without and againſt 
8 Firſt publiſhed, as it ſeems, in 1654. 

3. A Diſſuaſive from Popery.— Part I. 
and, Part II. Written (as Mr. A. Wood tells 
ps) while he was Biſhop of Downe and 
Connor, © and received with ſo general ap- 
* probation, that ſeyeral impreſſions of bath 
parts were made in 4 and 8*. 

4. A Diſſuaſive from Popery to the peo- 
ple of Ireland. Which ſeems (as the ſame 
Hiſtorian takes notice) to be different om 

| the 


Rü } 
the * Parts of the Diſſuaßve before men- 
tioned, 7 | | 
5. Two Letters to perfons changed in their 
religion, —Firſt printed in 1657. 1 1 
6. Three Letters to a gentlewoman, that 


was tempted to the communion of the Ro- 
miſh church. | | 


Beſides many occa/ronal ſtrokes againſt po- 
pery in general, and ſome particular parts of 


it, as they came in his way, to be. met with 
in ſeveral or moſt of his other writings, which 


were valuable and numerous. - 
Now if the lay-members of the Roman 
communion were permitted by their priefts 
to read theſe and the like T of the 
maſterly pen of Biſhop Taylor, they would 
ſoon diſcover the falſe pretenſions, and ungene- 
rous management, of thoſe, who can have the 
face, in ſuch broad day- light, to hawl (5) him 
in, as a favourer of their abſurd and enſlaving 


ſte / 
ſyſtem (c) Fo 


() Haul him in.] And yet the writer of the life of Car- 
dinal Pele can have the ſmooth aſſurance to tell us, that 
+ His intention is to put down Only what his ſubje& leads 
© him to, not every thing he could draw to it. Pref, If 
his practiſing, as he does upon Dr. Jeremy Taylor (p. 85.) 
be not drawing, and a very forcible one too, it is not eaf) 
to ſay what is or can be drawing. He has the farther 
aſſurance to adopt for one of his motto's thoſe glaring 
words (the great rule of writing hiſtory, though he has 
ſo notoriouſly violated it, by a conduct no way becoming 
a gentleman of letters) viz. Quis neſcit primam eſſe hi- 

orig legem, Ne quid FALs1 dicere audeat, &c. 
(2) If Biſhop Taylor was, as the partiſans would inſi- 
puate, and would gladly bave us ſuppoſe, a favourer of 


F400 

Gentlemeri of the hrerarchy of the church 
of Rome! Do you not diſgrace yourſelves, 
and wrong your ſubje#s, as you call them, by 
putting them under this ignominious reſtraint 
from reading the writings of men of other 
communions, leſt they ſhould thereby come 
to diſcern their errors, and eſpy your frauds? 
Is not this, to ſtop their ears, and put out 
their eyes, that you, who ſay you ſee and 


Popery, this book of his, from whence theſe extracts are 
taken, is ſuch a popery, as no man ever before him in- 
vented, and no man after him will or can invent, to the 
world's end: Such a popery, as all ſenſible, judicious, 
and honeſt proteſtants would readily embrace, profeſs, 
and conſtantly adhere to. | 

This great and good man lived and died a Pro- 
teſtant, in cloſe communion with the, Church of Eng- 
land; to which he adhered with exemplaty conſtancy in 
the times of Her gfeateſt diſtreſs, and his Own; of- 
ficiating in private congregations (and oftentimes at his 
great peril) according to the preſcribed devotions of 
this church, though then voted down, and her fortune 
ſo reduced, that he could hope for no' emoJuments 
from her, nor had any other ſupport for himſelf and 
poor family, than what he received from charitable per- 
ſons, and acquired by teaching a ſchool] in a remote 
and obſcure part of this Iſland ; where, it ſeems, he 
wrote this excellent treatiſe upon Chriſtian liberty, in 
the midſt of all his ſtraits and difficulties ; his thoughts 
being ſtill compoſed, his judgement clear, and his heart 
affectionate towards God and man. Patient in his ſuf- 
fering ſtate, and uncommonly charitable to the poor, 
as well as hoſpitable to viſitors, and kind to all his clergy, 
in his more exalted ſtation afterwards, He had nothing 
of pride, or covetouſneſs, or the leaſt grain of ill-nature 
in bim. This is his true character; exactly agreeable 
to his motto, Nihil Opinionis gratid, omnia Conſcien- 
tiæ fFaciam. 
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hear for them, may have them totally in ſub- 
jection to your ſprritual ariſtocracy? Why, 
What are you afraid of, gentlemen? Truth? 
—But you would have us believe, that You 
alone are poſſeſſed of that ; although, at the 
ſame time, your cautions to the laity not to 
read, and your menaces to deter them from 
reading, do bat too plainly indicate your ff 
pictons (not to ſay your conſciouſneſs) that the 
truth is not on your ſide. — Come, give your 
people fair play : Permit them to read, and 
to judge for themſelves. We challenge you to 
throw off the thin diguiſe, and remove the 
unnatural reſtraint from thoſe, who have as 
much right to Chriſtian /berty, as you your- 
ſelves have, or as proteſtants are permitted 
to enjoy, and do wiſh all, that are of your 
communion, to enjoy likewiſe in its utmoſt 
latitude, agreeably with the rule of Chriſtia- 
nity, and the welfare of human ſociety. 
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CE ASE 
6 F AIT H is in order to Obedience, 


and is only fo far excellent, as it 
is, Itſelf, a part of that Obedience, 
or the promoter of it, or an engagement to 
it, —If Obedience, and a good life be ſecured 
upon the moſt reaſonable and proper grounds 
of Chriſtianity, that is, upon the Apoſtles creed, 
then Faith alſo is ſecured; ſince whatſoever 
is belides the Duties and Order of a good 
life, cannot be a part of Faith ; becauſe 
upon Faith a good life is built. 

„The Church hath power to intend our 
faith, but not to extend it; to make our 
belief more evident, but not more large and 
comprebenſve. For Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
concealed nothing, that was neceſſary to the 
integrity of Chriſtian faith, or falvation of 
our ſouls : Chriſt declared All the Will of 
his Father ;-—and the Apoſtles taught the 
I hole Doctrine of Chriſt : So they ſaid them- 
B | ſelves, 


F 
ſelves.—Now if the Church retained all the 
faith, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles conſign- 
ed and taught; then No Age can, by de- 
claring any point, make that [point to] be 
an Article of faith (a), which was not ſo in 
all ages of Chriſtianity, before ſuch declara- 
tion. And, indeed, if the Church, by de- 
claring an article, can make that to be neceſ- 
ſary, which before was not neceſſary, I do 
not ſee, how it can ſtand with the charity 
of the Church ſo to do; eſpecially after fo 
long experience, as ſhe hath had, that All men 
will not [indeed cannot] believe every ſuch 
deciſion or explication (5), For by her ſo 
declaring, (ſhe makes the narrow way to 
heaven narrower | till], and chalks out one 
path more to the devil, than he had before; 
and yet the way was broad enough, when 


(a) * No church has, nor have all churches together, 
any authority to make articles of faith: Chriſt Jefus 
(alone) was the author and finiſher of the faith : To 
which nothing can be added, and from which nothing 
can be taken. The Apoftles themſelves were but 
teachers and witneſſes of the faith, and had no authority, 
or commiſſion, to make new articles of faith.” Biſhop 
Sherlock, Vol. iv. Diſc. xii. 

(5) In this divided ſtate of things, no church has a 
right to be believed on its own word merely, without 
giving a reaſon of the faith, that is in them: And yet 
this pretence of authority is the only thing, that can be 
ſaid, and therefore it always is ſaid, to juſtify the do- 
minion, which the church of Rome has uſurped over the 
faith of Chriſtians.” Biſhop Sherlock, ibid. „A ra- 
tional faith is indeed the Only kind of aſſent, which de- 
ſerves the name of faith. If our religion be not found- 
ed in reaſon, it cannot be a religion calculated for rational 
creatures.” Dr, Dedtoell, ſerm. on rational faith. 


at 
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at the narroweſt, For before, differing per- 
ſons might be ſaved [even] in [their] di- 
verſity of perſuaſions: And now, if, after 
this declaration, they cannot ; there is no 
other alteration made, but that ſome ſhall 
be damned, who before [ſuch a declaration, 
being] even in the ſame diſpoſition and be- 
lief, ſhould have been beatified perſons (c). 

In the firſt ages, the faith of Chriſten- 
dom reſted ſtill upon the ſame foundation; 
and [in thoſe ages,] the judgements of he- 
refies were accordingly ; or [elſe] were amiſſe. 
But the ft great violation of this truth was, 
when general Councils came in, and the fym- 
bols were enlarged, and new articles were 
made [to be of] as much neceſſity to be be- 
lieved, as the creed of the Apoſtles; and dam- 
nation [was] threatened to them, that did 
diſſent ; and at laſt, the creeds multiplied in 
number, and in articles; and the liberty of 
propheſying began to be reſtrained, 

It is obſervable, that reſtraint of prophe- 
ſying, impoſing upon other mens under- 
ſtandings, being maſters of their conſciences, 


(c) The author obſerves in the ſame place, that it was 
well for the Fathers of the primitive Church, that they 
lived before the ages of creed-making, and that their 
errors were not diſcovered ; for if they had been ſo, — vel 
errores emendaſſent, vel ab eccleſia ejecti fuiſſent : But they 
went to heaven by good fortune, whereas otherwiſe they 
might have gone to the Sec. 1.—Card. Perron 
contre le Roi Jagues ait Originem negafſe divinitatem 
Filii et Spir. S. et Irenæum talia dixifle, quæ qui hodie 
diceret, pro Ariano reputaretur. Se. 2. 
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and lording it over their faith, came in with 
the retinue and train of Antichrit ; that is, 
they came, as other abuſes and corruptions 
of the church did, by reafon of the iniquity 
| of the times, and the cooling of the firſt 
| heats of Chriſtianity, and the increaſe of in- 
[ tereſt, and the abatements of Chriſtian ſim- 
| plicity, when the church's fortune grew bet- 
| ter, and her ſons grew worſe, and ſome of 
her fathers worſt of all. 
* So long as Chriſtian religion was a ſim- 
ple profeſſion of the articles of belief, and a 
hearty proſecution of the rules of good life, 
the fewneſſe of the articles, and the — 
of the rule, was cauſe of feldom | or unfre- 
| | 22 prevarication. But when Divinity is 
welled up to ſo great a body ; when the ſe- 
veral queſtions, which the peeviſhneſſe and 
wantonneſſe of ſixteen ages [and above] have 
commenced and concentered into one; and 
from all theſe queſtions ſomething is drawn 
into the Body of Theology, till it hath aſcend- 
ed up to the — of a mountain, &c. 
it is impoſſible for any induſtry to conſider 
fo many particulars, in the infinite number of 
queſtions neceſſary to be conſidered, before 
we can, with certainty, determine any. And, 
after all the confiderations, which we can 
have, in a whole age, we are not ſure not 10 
be deceived. The obſcurity of ſome que/ttons, 
the nicety of ſome articles, the intricacy of 
ſome paſſages in Scripture, the variety of hu- 
man underſtandings, the windings of Hbgic, , 
the 
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the ſubtlety of ſophiſters, the engagement 
of educations, perſonal affeftions, &c. theſe 
and thouſands more, even all the difficulty 
of things, and all the weakneſſes of man, &c. 
have made it impoflible for any man, in fo 
ou a variety of matter, not to be deceived. 

o man pretends to it, but the Pope ; and no 
man is more deceived than He, in that parti- 
cular.” Lib. of Proph. Sect. 22. 1, 2. Ep. De- 
dic. to Lord Hatton, Sect. 13. Introduction. 

This head may be properly cloſed with 
the ſimilar obſervations of the moſt ſagaci- 
ous and judicious Mr. John Hales of Eton, 
a contemporary of our Biſhop Taylor. © It 
hath (fays he) been the common diſeaſe of 
Chriſtians from the beginning, not to con- 
tent themſelves with that meaſure of FAlrR, 
which God and Scriptures have expreſsly 
afforded us; but out of a vain deſire to 
know more than is revealed, they have at- 
tempted to diſcuſs things, of which we can 
have no light, neither from reaſon nor re- 
velation : Neither have they reſted here, but 
upon pretence of church-authority, which is 
none, or tradition, which for the moſt part 
is but figment, they have peremptorily con- 
cluded, and confidently impoſed upon others, 
a neceſſity of entertaining concluſions of that 
nature: And, to ſtrengthen themſelves, have 
broken out into diviſions and factions, oppoſ- 
ing man to man, ſynod to ſynod, till the 

ace of the church vaniſhed, without all 
poſſibility of recall.” Tract concerning Schiſm. 
II. CREEDS, 
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II. CREEDS. 


«> HE firſt ages of the church, which 

certainly were the beſt, did recede 
the leaſt from the ſenſe of Scripture, and 
| the practice of the Apoſtles. They all 
contented themſelves with the Apoſtles creed 
as the rule of faith; and therefore were 
not forward to judge of hereſy, but by analogy 
to their rule of faith, 

Whatever | pay mens opinions were, 
yet till the Nicene council, the rule of 
faith was intire in the Apoſtles creed ; and 
provided they retained that, eaſily they broke 
not the unity of faith, -however differ- 
ing opinions might poſſibly commence in 
ſuch things, in which a liberty were better 
ſuffered, than prohibited with a breach of 
charity. g 


* We are as much bound to be zea- 
lous purſuers of peace, as [we are to be] 
contenders for the faith. I am ſure 
more earneſt we ought to be for the peace 
of the church, than for an article, which 
is not [of the eſſence] of the farth. 
There are ſome wiſe perſonages, who 
conſidering the Nicene creed [particularly 
the more abſtruſe articles of it] in all cir- 
cumſtances, think the church had been 
more happy, if ſhe had not been in ſome 
ſenſe conſtrained to alter the fimplicity of 
her faith, and make it more currous and 


articu- 
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articulate ; infomuch that He had need be 
a ſubtle man to underſtand the very words 
of the new determinations. 

* Thoſe Creeds are beſt, which keep the 
very Words of Scripture; and that Faitb 
is beſt, 'which hath greateſt Simplicity : And 
it is better, in all caſes, humbly to ſubmit, 
than curiouſly to inquire and pry into the 
myſtery under the cloud, and to hazard 
our Faith, by improving our Knowledge. 
If the Nicene Fathers d done ſo too, 

ſſibly the Church would never have re- 
pented it.— If the (4) article 605 [of one 

| ſubſtance, ] 


(d) It appears, that ſome of the moſt able and learned 
men in that great aſſembly diſapproved of, and ob- 
jected to, the nicety and novelty of this and one or 
more other definitions, then propoſed to be inſerted in 
this ſubſequent creed. And we find, that many even 
of thoſe Biſhops then convened, who had little or no 
objection to the form of expreſſion, but rather approved 
of it, and believed it to be juſtifiable, yet did not 
like the nicety and curioſity, in which it was couched, 
and thought it might well enough have been omitted, 
or elſe delivered in leſs exceptionable terms. Admi- 
rable, and wy excellent, was the advice of Hoſius 
(the diſcreet Biſhop of Corduba) on this occafion ; 
wiſhing both parties to forbear their diſputes upon the 
fubjet, ** Chriſtians, ſaid he, believing in the ſame 
1 & ad, retaining the ſame faith, having the ſame 7 * 
* oppoſed by the ſame enemies [the Jews and Hea- 
© thens,] ſhould not fall at variance upon ſuch dif- 
© putes, conſidering that our wnder/tandings are not 
© all alike; and therefore neither can our opinions be, 
* in ſuch myſterious articles: So that, the matter 
being of no great importance [on either fide, ] but 


© yain, and even a toy, in refpet of the excellent 
ö * bleſlings 


SK 
ſubſtance,] had been with more ſimplicity, 
and leſs nicety determined; Charity would 
have gained more, and Faith would have 
loſt nothing. — If we once tranſgreſs the 
bounds ſet us by the Apoſiles in their Creed,” 
e may proceed, from time to time, to add 
one new article after another, without end.— 
The authority of the Nzcene Council hath 
grown to the height of a monſtrous prejudice 
againſt him [againſt any man] that ſhould ſay, 
it was ill done to decree certain additional 
articles, &c. in their creed.] The ſame rea- 
ſon, and the ſame neceflity, may be pre- 
tended by any age, and in any Council, 
[for adding more articles ſtill; as the Coun- 
cil of Trent hath actually done ſince (e), 
and think themſelves warranted {therein,] 
by the great precedent at Nice, to proceed 
as peremptorily as They did. But then, if 


© bleflings of peace and charity, it were better tha 
s Alexander and Arius [the two factious combatants, 
© that occaſioned the convening of this ſynod under 
© Conſlantine,) ſhould leave contending, keep their 
opinions to themſelves,, aſk each other forgiveneſs, 
and give mutual toleration.*”—It ſeems then, as 
Biſhop Taylor obſerves, it was not. then thought a 


ſtion of faith, but of nicety of diſpute. For both 
the parties, Alexander and Arius, did believe One God, 
and the Holy Trinity, —What occaſion then, for nice 
inquiries, and being wiſe above and beyond what is 
written, in the revealed will of God ; which alone 
can * us any certain information about theſe mat- 
ters 

(e) Adding twelve articles, to the twelve in the 
Apoſtolical creed, and thoſe in the Nicene, See the 
Appendix at the end. | 


I any 
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any Other Aſſembly of learned Men, may: 
poſſibly be deceived; Were it not better 
that they ſhould ſpare their labour, than 
that they ſhould, with ſo great pomp and 
ſolemnities, engage mens perſuafions, and 
determine an article, which After-ages muſt? 
reſcind ?—Moſt certainly in their own age,! 
the point [chiefly objected to] might, with 
ſafety of faith and falvation, have been diſ- 
puted and diſbelieved. And [we well know,] 
that many mens faith hath been tied up, 
by acts and decrees of Councils, for thoſe 
Articles, in which the zext Age did fee 
5 the preſent age doth ſee,] that a Li- 
ty had better been preſerved ; becauſe 
an Error was determined [and ſettled for 
Truth. | 
* Such [curious and diſputable] articles, 
might ſafely have been Unknown, or, with 
much charity, diſputed. Therefore the Ni- 
cene council, although it had the advantage of 
an acquired and preſcribing [i. e. over-bear- 
ing] Authority; yet, it muſt not become 
a precedent to Other Councils, leſt the m- 
convenience {or rather humour] of multi- 
plying more articles (F), upon as great pre- 
tence 


() Our Author, in another place, gives us an in- 

nce or two of this. In the council of Con/tan- 
* tinople, he tells us, one article, quite and clean new, 
© was added [to the creed of Nice, | viz. I believe 
ene baptiſm for the remiſſion of ſins: And then 
© again, they were ſo confident, that That confeſſion 
* of faith ſthe 9 was fo abſolutely 


intire, 


— : — 


— 
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tence of reaſon as then, [ſhould] make the 
act of the Nicene Fathers, in. fireightening 

opheſying, and enlarging the creed, Ito] 
—— accidentally an inconvenience.— The 
inconvenience is not viſible, till it comes, by 
way of precedent, to uſher in more. We 
have ſeen very ill conſeguences follow from 
innocent beginnings.— In ſhort, the Nicene 
Symbol was the father of many more; viz. 


ſome twelve or thirteen Symbols [or creeds} 


in the ſpace of a hundred years. 

„But now, if I ſhould be queſtioned 
concerning the Symbol of Athanaffus, I 
confeſs I cannot ſee that moderate Sentence, 
and gentleneſſe of Charity, in his preface and 
concluſion, as there was in the Nicene Creed. 
Nothing there [in the Atbanaſian] but Dam- 


nation, and periſbing everlaſtingly, unleſſe the 


article of Trinity be believed, as it is 
there, with [ſo. much] curioſity and minute 
particularities, explained. 


© intire, and that no man ever after ſhould need to 
© add any thing to the integrity of faith, that the 
* Fathers of the council of "Epheſus [about 60 years 
after,] pronounced anathema to all thofe, who ſhould 
© add any thing to the creed of Conſtantinople. And 
« yet, for all this, the church of Rome, in a ſynod 
at Gentilly, added the clauſe of Filioque to the ar- 
* ticle of the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt; and 
* what they have done ſince, all the world knows. 
$ All men were perſuaded, that it was moſt 
* reaſonable ¶ that] the limits of faith ſhould be 
no more enlarged; but yet they enlarged it them- 
« ſelves, whilſt they bound others from doing it.“ 
1b. N' 35. 1 

Fo 


[ur } 

or my part,] *I dare not ſay, that 
Alt, who are not perſuaded of the Zruth 
of the atticles [the ſeveral propoſitions ſet 
down] in this creed, are irrevocably damm- 
ed. Becauſe, Without this creed, the faith 
of the Apoſtles creed is intire, and he, that 
believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; 
i, e. he, that believeth ſuch a belief, as is 
ſufficient difpoſition to be baptized, that 
faith, with the baptiſm, is ſufficient for hea- 
ven. Now the Apo/tles creed does One: Why 
therefore do not both together intitle us to 
the promiſe 2? 

« Beſides, if it were conſidered concern- 
ing Athanafus creed, how many people un- 
derfland it not (g), how contrary to natural 
reaſon (b) it ſeems, how little the Scripture 


(gz) Under/tand it not.] Mr. Bulfirode (hereafter to be 
cited more than once) in one of his letters to a Ro- 
man-catholic, ſmartly twits the leaders of that ſet 
with the impoſition of certain creeds. You gentle» 
men of the Roman communion (ſays he) oblige 
© even the /aity to parrot over creeds; to the wo 
* whereof it is morally impoſſible that they can affix 
© any ideas, The doing of which can be no more 
* pleaſing to God, than if a parrot ſhould pronounce 
* ſo many wordt. | 1 

(h) Contrary to natural reaſon.) Our author, in his 
20th Sel. numb. 16. hath ſome farther obſervations 
of this kind, where he ſpeaks of the doctrine of the 
ſchool, on certain topics, paſſing for the doctrine of 
the church. And in his Worthy communicant (p. 75.) 
he hath theſe remakable words, viz. © Faith gives 
* a new light to the ſoul, but it does not put out 
© our eyes. M batſacver is againſt right reaſon, That, 
* No Faith can oblige us to believe.” 


C2 ſays 


Ln! 

ſays of thoſe curioſities of explication.— 
thoſe forms and minutes; &c,—it had not 
been amiſſe, if the final judgment had been 
left to Jeu Chbriſi: For He is appointed 
Judge f all the world, and He will judge 
the people righteoufly : For He knows every 
truth, the degree of every neceſſity, and all 
excuſes, that do leſſen or take away the na- 
ture or malice of a crime. All which, I 
think, Athanaſius [or whoever was the (i) au- 
thor did] not know ſo well as to warrant ſuch 
a ſentence, 

And indeed to Me it ſeems very bard, 
to put Uncharitableneſs into the creed [into 
any creed,] and ſo to make it become an 
article of faith. — When men think every 
thing to be their faith and their religion; 
commonly they are ſo buſy in Yr:ifles and 


(:) Biſhop Taylor ſuppoſes, upon the authority of 
Aquinas, that, the compiler of this creed wrote it, 
* not with a purpoſe to impoſe it upon others, but 
with confidence to declare his Own belief; and ſays, 
that the preſcribing it to others as a creed was the 
act of the biſhops of Rome.” — He adds further, that 
it is „ more than probable, that Athanaſius was not 
the author of this formulary ; becauſe, ſays he, this 
creed was written originally in Latin, which in all 
reaſon Athanaſius did not; and it was only tran/lated 
into Greek, it being apparent, that the Latin copy is 
but one, but the Greet is various.” — The eaſtern 
churches reje& this creed, and ſtyle it ſpurious. Me- 
letius, the patriarch of Conftantineple, writing to John 
Douza, makes this round aſſertion, approved by our 
author Taylor, viz. Athanaſio falss adſcriptum Sym- 
bolum, (Pontificum Romanorum appendice illd adultera- 
tum) luce lucidius conteſlamur. 


I ſuch 
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ſach impertinences, - that they neglect the 
greater things of the law, Charity, and Cm 
phiances, and the gentleneſſe of the terms] 
of Chriſtian communion : For this is the great 
principle of miſchief ; and yet is not more 
pernicious than [it is] unreaſonable. 

“ For I demand: Can any man ſay, and 
juſtify, that the Apoſtles did deny commu- 
nion to any man, that believed the Apoſtles 
creed, and lived a good life ?—It was ex- 
cellently faid, by a wiſe and pious Prelate, 
St. Hilary, Non per difficiles nos Deus ad 
beatam vitam quæſtiones vocat, &c. In ab- 
ſoluto nobis, et facili, eft æternitas; Jeſum 
ſuſcitatum d mortuis (per Deum) credere, et 
Ipſum efſe Dominum confiteri,” &c. Theſe are 
the Articles we muſt believe, which are the 
ſufficient and adequate object of that farth, 
which is required of us in order to fal- 
vation.——* Let the Apoſtles creed be but 
ſecured, and all faith is ſecured, —The ar- 
ticles [of that creed,] before any Explication 
of it was made by the Symbols of Atbana- 
frus and of Nice, were accounted a ſufficient 
inlet to the kingdom of heaven. — 
| « It is fit, that all truths ſhould be 
promoted fairly and properly, and yet but 
few articles preſcribed magiſterially, nor fram- 
ed into ſymbols and bodies of confeſſion. 

Since © ſome doctrines are clearly not ne- 
ceſſary, and ſome are abſolutely neceſſary, Why 
may not the firſt ſeparation [or principal 


note of diſtinction,] be made upon bi 
difference, 


tal. 


difference, and articles nect 


_ urged as neceſfaty, and the 10 to — 
inatſfereniy, as they were by the Scriprures 
left indeterminately. = 

* ] know of no law of God, that ties a 
man to believe more than what is of nt 
neceſſity, and whatſoever he ſhall come to 
know to be revealed by God. Now if he 
believes his creed, he believes all that is ne- 
ceflary to all, or of itſelf; and if he do his 
morul endeavour beſide, he can do no more 
toward finding out all the reſt, and then 
he is /ecured. But then, if 75s will ſecure 
him, Why do men preſs further, and pretend 
every opinion as neceſſary, and that in ſo high 
a degree, that if they al ſaid true, or any 
two of them indeed, in five hundred ſects 
(and for aught I know, there may be five 
thouſand, ) it is five hundred to one but that 
every man is damned: For every ſect damns 
all but itſelf, and that [ſet] is damned of four 
hundred ninety-nine laber ſects:] And it is 
excellent fortune then, if that [ſe] eſcape. 
And there is the ſame reaſon in every one of 
them; that is, it is extreme wnreaſonableneſs in 
All of them to pronounce damnation againſt 
ſach perſons, againſt whom, clearly and dog- 
matically, holy Scrip/ure hath not pronounced 
damnation. In odigſis quod minimum eft ſequi mur, 
in favoribus quod eff maximum, faith the law. 
And therefore We ſhould fay any thing (or 
make any excuſe) that is in any degree rea- 
ſonable, rather than condemn all the world 
to 


| ts J 
to hell, b 1 we conſider theſe two 
things That We 1 are as apt 
eceived as any are; and (2.) That 
x dy who are [or are ſuppoſed to be] de- 
ceived, when they uſed their moral induſtry 
that they mi be not be deceived, if [after 
all] they periſh for this, they periſh for what 


they could not N. 
] intendment of my diſ- 


a 2 

2 is treatiſe] is, That permiſſions 
ſhould 17 nted] in queſtions Hpeculat ive, 
indetermineble, curious, and unneceſſary; and. 
That Men would not make more neceſſaries, 
than God hath made; which indeed are not 
many. The fault I find, and ſeek to reme- 
dy, is, That men are ſo dogmatical and reſ0- 
lute in their opinions, and ſo impatient of 
Others diſagreeing [with them] in thoſe things, 
wherein there is no ſufficient means of union 
and determination: But [the wiſer and bet- 
ter courſe is,] that men ſhould let opinions 
and problems keep their own forms, and that 
they ſhould not be obrruded as axioms; nor 
queſtions, in the vaſt collection of the em 
of divinity, be adopted into the family of 
faith. And I think I have reaſon to deſire 
this.” 

You will always find, if you obſerve, 
* That it is not the differing opinions, that 
are the cauſes of the ruptures between fel- 
low-chriſtians, but the want of charity. It 
is not the variety of underſtandings, but the 
diſunion of wills and affections; it is not the 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral principles, but the feveral ends, that 
cauſe our miſeries. Our opinions commence, 
and are upheld, according as our turns ate 
ſer ved, and our zntereſts are preſerved ; and 
there is no cure for us but Piety and Charity. 
A holy life will make our behef holy, if we 
conſult not humanity and its imperfections 
in the choice of our religion, but ſearch for 
truth without deſigns, ſave only of acquiring 
heaven, and then be as careful to preſerve 
charity, as we were to get a point of faith. 
I am much perſuaded we ſhould find out 
more truths by this means: Or however 
(which is the main of all) we ſhall be fe- 
cured, though we miſſe them, and then we 
ſhall be well enough. en 
For if it be evinced, that One Heaven 
ſhall hold men of ſeveral opinions, if the 
unity of faith be not deſtroyed by that, which 
men call differing religions, and if an unity 
of charity be the duty of us all, even towards 
perſons, that are not perſuaded of every pro- 
poſition we believe, then I would fain know, 
to what purpoſe are all thoſe ſtirs and great 
noiſes in Chriſtendom ; thoſe names of fac- 
tion, and of ſeveral churches, and of ſets, 
and of men, &c. ?——All theſe miſchiefs pro- 
ceed not from this, that all men are not of 
one mind (for that is neither neceſſary, nor 

ble,) but, that every opinion is made an 
article of faith (k), every article is a _ 


(4) “ To my underſtanding, it is a plain art and deſign 
of the devil, to make us ſo in love with our own epi- 
nini, 


. 4 

of a quarrel, every quarrel makes a fa#ion, 
83 is Sealbus, and all zeal pretends 
for and whatſoever is for God, cannot 
be too much: [So that] by this time we are 
come to that paſſe, that we think we ve 
not God, except we hate our brother, and 
have not the virtue of religion, unleſſe we per- 
ſecute all religions but our Own. 

tt All 


niont, as to call them faith and religion, that we may be 
proud in our on underſtanding; and beſides, that by 
our zeal in our opinions, we | may] grow cool in our piety, 
and practical duties, —If men would not call all options 
by the name of religion, and ſupeſtructures by the name 
of fundamental articles, and all articles by the 
ppellative of faith, the objeftion [againſt the liberty 
7 prepheſying, in the ſenfe, in which I contend for that 
throughout this treatiſe, ] would have no pretence 


or footigg. 

Again: This difcourſe is ſo far from giving leave 
to men to profeſſe thing, though they believe the 
contrary,” that it of the ready wa oof order, that 
no man ſhall be put to [this difficulty.] For I earneſtly 

tend, that Auether man's 9p ian ſhall be no rule to 
ine, and My opinion ſhall be no ſnare and prejudice 
to Myfelf; that men would uſe one another /o charita- 
bly and /o gently, [as] that no error or violence [may] 
tempt men to fy ; this very thing being one of 
the arguments I uſe to perſuade permiſſions, leſt compul- 
fion [ſhould] introduce hypocriſy, and make fincerity trou- 
bleſome 
Finally, wi to topics of diſpute upon any 


unſafe. 
points of religion, ** The beſt way is to leave tricks 
and devices, and to fall upon that way, which the beſt 
ages of the church did uſe: viz. With the 3 of 
argument, and allegations of Scripture [ rightly applied, ] 
and mede/ly of deportment, and meekneſſe, and charity 
to the perſons of men, to convert miſbelievers, ſtop the 


mouths of adverſaries, aſſert truth, and diſcountenance 
D error. 


7 


{38 ] 
« All theſe errors and miſchiefs muſt be 


diſcovered and cured, and that's the purpoſe 


of this diſcourſe.” Sect. 2, 22. Ep. Dedic. 
Introduf, © | 


error. The old catholics had nothing to ſecure them- 
ſelves, but the great principle of truth and plam deak 
ing.” Ep. Dedic. 
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III. HERESY. 


FI HE true Chriſtian faith ſet forth in the 


New Teſtament ** confiſts in ſuch pro- 
poſitions, which make the foundation of bope 
and charity, [even that foundation alone] 
which is ſufficient to make us to do honour to 
Chriſt, and to obey Him [as our Lord'and 
Maſter,] and to encourage us in both; and 
this [faith] is compleated in the Apoſtles 
creed. — Now, becauſe faith is not only a 
precept jor declaration] of docłrines, but [a 
rule alſo} of manners and holy life, [therefore] 
whatſoever is oppoſite to an article of creed, 
or teaches il liſe, That is bereſy : But [then, ] 
all thoſe propoſitions, which are extrin/ical 
of theſe two conſideratious, be they true, or 
be they falſe, make not hereſy, nor the man 
_ profeſſeth them] an heretic. And there- 
e, however he may be an erring perſon, yet 
he is to be uſed accerdingly, [I mean, ] pi- 
tied and inſtracted, not condemned or excom- 
municated. 5 
a a cc. 4 


| 192 
“ Let not men be haſty in calling 
every diſliked opinion by the name of bere- 
ſy ; and when they have reſolved, that they 
471l call it ſo, [ſill] let them uſe the erring 
perſon like a brother, not beat him like a dog, 
or convince him with a gibbet, or vex him 
out of his underſtanding and perſuaſions. 

There are ſome errors to be reproved, ra- 
ther by a private friend, than a public cen- 
fare, and the per/ons of the men not avoided, 
but admoniſhed, and their do&rine rejected, 
not their communion. | 
A think it were better men were not Fu- 
ry0us in the condemning ſuch queſtions, which 
either they underſtand not upon the grounds 
of their proper arguments, or at leaſt con- 
fider not, as ſubjected in the perſons, and 
leſſened by circumſtances, by the innocency 
of the event, or other prudential conſidera- 
tions, 
* If damnation be pronounced againſt 
Chriſtians believing the creed, and living good 
lives, becauſe they are decei ved, or are ſaid to 
be deceived in ſome opinions leſs neceſſary, 
there is no way in the world to fatisfy un- 
learned perſons in the choice of their reli- 
gion, or to appeaſe the unquietneſs of a ſcra- 
pulous conſcience.——No law of God ties a 
man to believe more than what is of gen- 
tial neceſſity, and whatſoever he ſhall come 
to know to be revealed by Ged. Now if he 
believes his creed, he believes all that is ne- 
ceſſary to all, or of itſelf; and if he do 

* D 2 his 
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his moral endeavour beſide, he can do no 
more toward finding aut all the reſt, and then 


he is ſecured (I). 10. "2 
* We ſce many a good man miſerably de- 
ceived; — yet, if his error be not voluntary, 
and part of an ill life, I ſtill] he is a good 
man, and thererefore no. beretic, No man 
is a heretic againſt his will. 
Hereh is not an error of the undenſtand- 
ing, but an error of the will (m). Faith 
being a doctrine of piety as well as truth, 
| that 
() All that an honeſt Chriſtian can do, in order to 
be fully ſecure againſt hereſy, and all danger of falling 
into it, is to examine his * impartially, whether 
he ſincerely ſeeks truth, and is heartily deſirous to Fol- 
tow it, in the courſe of a good it. Thoſe are ex- 
cellent words of one of our late Metropolitans, in 
whoſe prudent advice and juſt determination, relati 
to this point, every ſuch Chriſtian may fully — 
ſafely acquieſce. * Let us be careful to ſearch aut, 
© and ready to embrace, the truth, wherever we find 
cit. S@ ſhall our {ves be orthodox, though perhaps 
* our faith ſhould not; and if in any thing we do 
err (for we pretend not to infallibility, nor is it 
© therefore impoſſible for us to be miſtaken,) yet at 
© leaſt we ſhall not be heretics.” Archbiſhop Wake's 
defence againſt the exceptions of Monfieur de Meaux. 
(n) ** Hereſy (faith Mr. Hals) is an act of the will, 
not of reaſon ; and is indeed a LIE, not a miſtake. 
Elſe how could that known of Auſtin go for 
true? Errare peſſum, Hereticus effe Nols + [It is poſſi - 
ble for me to err, but I may cheſe whether I will be 
a Heretic ; which I am reſolved not to be.] Tr. of 
Sebi ſin. | | 
And whereas men too frequently cry out, Hereſy, 
hereſy, damnable hereſy (not knowing what they ſay, 
nor whereof they affirm,) Biſhop Taylor ingenuouſly 
| owns, 
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that which is either deſtructive of  funda- 
mental verity, or of chriſtian ſanctity, is a- 


gainſt faith; and if made a ſect, is hereſy; 
if not, it ends in perſonal impiety, and 
no farther.— In hit ſenſe it is, that a 
etic is ſelf condemned (n), being by his 
own act or fault brought into condem- 
nation. His ui, which is his law, hath 
condemned. him. Evil men and ſeducers wax 
worſe and worſe, deceiving and being de- 
cerved (0). Firſt, they are evil men ; ma- 
lice and peeviſhneſſe is in their willi; then 
they turn beretics, and ſeduce others ; and 
while they grow worſe and worſe, the er- 
ror is maſter of their underſtanding [alſo :] 
Being deceived themſelves, they are given 
over to believe a lie: They firſt play the 
knave, and then play the foo! : They firſt 
ſell themſelves to the purchaſe of vain-glory 
or ill ends, and they become poſſeſſed of a 
lying ſpirit, and believe thoſe things hearti- 
ly, which, if they were honeft, they ſhould, 
with God's grace, diſcover and diſclaim.— 


owns, that He “ finds no opinions in Scripture called 
damnable, but what are impious in point of practice, 
or directly deſtructive of the faith, or body of Chrifti- 
anity z ſuch, of which St. Peter ſpeaks, bringing in 
damnable berefies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them : Theſe are the falſe prophets, whoa out of m_—_—_ 
neſſe male merchandize of you, through cozening words. 
Such as theſe are truly herefies, and ſuch as theſe are 
certainly damnalle.” — And therefore in this as well as 
in other reſpects it may be truly ſaid, Nihil ardet in 
inferno niſi propria Voluntas. 8 

(n) Tit. iii. 11. (e) 2 Tim, ili. 13. 


There 
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doth believe whatſoever God hath ſaid 
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There is no truly] chriſtian man, but 
will ſubmit his underſtanding to God, and 


but always provided he rows, that 
bath faid ſo, or elſe that he] is always in 
a teadineſſe to obey, when he ſhall know 
it. But for obedience or humility of the 
underſtanding towards men, that is a thing 
of another conſideration; and it muſt firſt 
be made evident, that his underſtanding 'muf 
be ſubmitted to men ; and who thoſe men 
are, muſt alſo be certain, .before it will be 


' adjudged a in not to ſubmit, 


* But this pretence of a neceſſity of 
humbling the underſtanding is none of the 
meaneſt arts, whereby ſome perſons have in- 
vaded and uſurped a power over mens faith 
and *conſciences. But we ought to examine, 
whether God hath inveſted any man, or 
company of men, with ſuch power. [Of 
this we may be ſure;] He, that ſubmitteth 
his underſtanding to all, that he knows God 
hath ſaid, and is ready to ſubmit to all 
that he hath ſaid, if he but know it, deny- 
ing his own affections, and ends, and in- 
tereſts, and human perſuaſions, laying them 
all down at the foot of his great Maſter, 
Jeſus Chriſt ; That man hath brought his 
underſtanding into ſubjection, and every proud 
thought into obedience of Chriſt; and this 


is the obedience of faith, which is the duty 


of a Chriſtian.” 
We 


„ 

We are to obſerve well and © conſider, 
that ſecis are made, and opinions are called 
berefies, upon intereſt, and the grounds of 
emolument. — The church of Rome, which is 
the great dictatrix of dogmatical reſolutions, 
and the declarer of hereſy, and calls heretics 
more than all the world beſides, bath made 
That the rule of hereſy, which is the con- 
ſervatory of zntere/t, and worldly ends. To 
recede from the doctrine of the Cnuxch, with 
Them, makes hereſy : That is, to diſrepute 
their authority; and not to obey them, not 
to be their ſubjects, not to give them the 
empire of our conſcience, is the great criterion 
ers ood e toons 
Their pretending -bereſy, only to bri 

their ends 1 ſhews — eaſy it p< 
impute that crime, and how forward they 
are to do it. How eaſy was it to call 
heretic, when Vigilius (p) was condemned 
of hereſy for ſaying there were Anti podes? 
or when the Friars of late ſuſpected Gree# 
and Hebrew (q) of hereſy, and called the 


- (p) Or, Virgilius; Biſhop of Saltzburgh. Accuſed 
by Beniface, Archbiſhop of Mentz, firſt, to the Duke 
of Bohemia, who wiſely forbore concerning himſelf in 
the affair ; and afterwards, to Pope Zachary, by whom 
the poor Biſhop (fays Heylin) was condemned of He- 
refy, A. D. 745, for advancing a notion (though true} 
which appeared to his holineſs to be totally abſurd, 
ridiculous, and incredible. St. Auſtin alſo and Lactan- 
tius, it ſeems, had long before oppoſed and ridiculed. 
the fame notion. | Ev 

(%) red noſſe, ſuſpectum: Hebraict, prope hzre- 
ticum, Eſpencæus. | 

I Profeſſors 


enough they railed at 


l R 
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languages heretics, and 
put Terence and Demoſ- 


thenes into the Index atorius? Sure 
em in their ſer- 
for this only reaſon, becauſe they 
ood them not, and had reaſon to 
believe they would accidentally be enemies 
to their reputation among the people. 
But men think they have more rea- 
ſon to be zealous againſt bereſy, than againſt 
a dice in manners; becauſe hereſy, (they fay) 
is. infeiaus and dangerous, and the princi- 
ple of much evil. But concerning thoſe 
things, which men now-a-days call Bert, 
they any be ſo formidable as th 
: And if we conſider, that Sr 
"7 OTIS a damnable fin, and that 
there are more drunkards than beretics, and 
that drunkenneſſe is parent of a thouſand 
vices, it may better be faid of this than 
of moſt of thoſe opinions, which we call 
berefies, it is infectious and dangerous, and 
the principle of much evil, and therefore 


as fit an object for a pious zeal to conteſt 


againſt, as is any of thoſe opinions, which 
trouble mens eaſe or reputation ; for that 
is the ﬀ of their malignity. 

Where ignorance of an article of be- 
lief is not a in, there diſbelieving it in the 
right ſenſe, or believing it in the wrong, is 
no breach of any duty.— All the obligation 
we are capable of [in our ſearch after truth, ] 
is, Not to be malicicus, or voluntarily e 

mina 


[ as J 
minal in any kind; and then, if by ac- 
cident we find out a truth, we are obliged 
to believe it'; (—indeed we cannot do other- 
wiſe :) But if we diſbelieve an article 

without malice, or deſign,” or yy 
or unknow!t gh it is contradiction to ſay it 
is a % to us, who might [without fin] 
have been totally ignorant of it. For, that 
we believe it in the wrong ſenſe, it is our 1 
ignorance; and it is impoflible, where a 1 
man hath heartily endeavoured to find out | 
a truth, that this endeavour [of his] ſhould | 
make him guilty. of a fn, which would v 
never have been laid to his charge, if he | 
had taken no pains at all [about the mat- 
* ter.] His 2gnorance in this is no fault at 1 


all: Poſſibly it might [have been a fault,] 4 
if there. had been no endeavour to have 4 
cured it.“ 

The ſum of what hath been ſaid upon the 
Jutject, comes to thi : 

© A man may maintain an opinion, that 10 
is in itſelf damnable, and yet, he not &now- f 
ing it [to be] ſo, and being invincibly led 
into it, may go to Heaven: His Opinion 1 
ſhall burn, and Himſelf faved.” — Again: : [ 
„It is not the Opinion, but the Imprety, 1 
that condemns, and makes the Heretic.— 
Error alone (and excluſive of a had mind,) 
is not Hereſy. An err: "5 perſon may ſtill. 
be a Catholic. A wicked perſon in his er- 


ror becomes heretic, when the | ſame error 


[in a truly good man,] ſhall have all the 
; rewards 


_ a Wt wel, — * . = 
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rewards of Faith. For whatever an il/ 
man believes, if he therefore believe th be be- 
cauſe it ſerves bis own [worldly] 5 
his belief true or falſe, 00 an Tocre 
theleſs] | hath an heretical mind. For, to 


ſerve his own Ends, his Mind is prepared 


to believe a Lie, But a good man, that be- 
lieves what, according to his light, and 
upon the aſe of his moral induſtry, he 
thinks true, whether he hits upon the. 
Tight or no, [yet] becauſe he hath a a mind 
defirous of truth, and prepared to believe 
every truth, [that man] is therefore accept- 
able to God, becauſe nothing hindered him 
from it, but what he crald not 92 . 
his miſery, and his weakneſſe: 

ing 1mperfettions merely mY Abi 
God never puniſhes, he ſtands fair for a 
bleſſing of his ug, which God always 


accepts. 


| And the 3 16 
It concerns all perſdns to ſee, that they 
do their beſt to find out the Truth ; and, 
if they do, it is certain, that let the error 
be [in itſelf] never ſo damnable, they ſhall 
eſcape the error, or the miſery, of being 
damned for it. And if God will not be 
angry at Men, for being invincibly deceived ; 
Why ſhould Men be angry one at another 
[for being fo ?]J—Errors, which are inci- 
dent oftentimes even to the be and moft 
inguiſitive of men, are not offences againſt 
God; and therefore not to — puniſhed or 
. * reſtrained 


1 7 
reſtrained by Men; but All ſuch Opinions, 
in which the public intereſt of the common 
wealth, and the foundation of faith, and a 
good life, are not concerned, are to be per- 
mitted freely. Quiſque - abundet in ſenſu 
us, was the doctrine of St. Paul; and 
that is argument and concluſion too: And 
they were excellent words, which St. Am- 
broſe ſaid, in atteſtation of this great truth, 
* Nec imperial eſt libertatem dicendi ne- 
gare, nec ſacerdotale. quod ſentias non di- 
* cere, Sect. 2. Ep. Dedic. Sect. 22. 


1 
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IV. Oceas ION AL Communion, 
« A $ for the duty of particular men, in 


the queſtion of communicating with 


churches of” different per ſuaſions, it is to be 
regulated according to the /aws of thoſe 
churches. For if thoſe churches require no 
impiety, of any thing unlauſul, as the con- 
dition of their communion ; then thoſe parti- 
cular men do communicate with thoſe churches 
as they are ſervants of . Chriſt, as diſciples. of 
his doctrine, and ſubjects to his laws; and 
the particular diſtinguiſhing doctrine of their 
ſect hath no influence or communication 


with him, who, from another ſect, is willing 


to communicate with all the ſervants of their 
common Lord, For ſince no church of one 


name [or of any one denomination, ] is :nfal- 
| E 2 lible, 


— Jp nn 
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lible, a wiſe man may have either the misfor- 
tune, or a reaſon, to believe of every one 
[church] in particular, that ſhe errs in ſome 
article or other; [and therefore, | either he 
cannot communicate with any church, or elſe 
he may communicate with all churches, that 
do not make a in, or the profeſſion of an 
error, to be the condition of their commu- 
nion (7). | 

% Few churches, ' that have framed bodies 
of confeſſion and articles, will endure any 
perſon, that is not of the ſame confeſſion. 
Which is a plain demonſtration, that ſuch bo- 
dies of confeſſion and articles do much hurt, 
by becoming inſtruments of ſeparating and 
dividing commmuniens and making unne- 
ceſſary or uncertain propoſitions [to be] a cer- 
tain means of ſchiſm and diſunion. 

* Since all churches believe themſelves 
fallible (that church only excepted, which 
all other churches ſay is moſt of all deceived, ) 
it were ſtrange, if, in ſo many articles, which 
make up their ſeveral bodies of confeſſions, 
they had not, every one of them, miſtaken 


(r) The conditions of communion ought to be few ; 
and indeed no more is required by the Chriſtian reli- 
gion itſelf, in order to chriſtian communion, than the 
belief and profeſſion of the doctrines of Jeſus Chrift, our 
common Lord, and his Apoſtles, A Prelate of great name 
obſerves with true judgment, that © a right to church- 
* communion depends on receiving and embracing the 
© faith once delivered to the ſaints, and not upon any 
© other doctrines of later date, by what authority ſoever pub- 
* liſhed or declared. Biſhop Sherlock, vol. iv. Diſc, xii. 


in 
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in ſomething or other. [Thus :] The Lu- 
 theran churches maintain conſub/tantiation, the 
Zuinglians are ſacramentaries, the Caluiniſts 
are fierce in the matter of abſolute pre- deter- 
mination, &c. Where then ſhall we fix our 
confidence, or join communion, [with reſpect 
to theſe or the like ſeveral churches of the 
proteſtant denomination ?” For that of the 
Pope is out of the queſtion.] © To pitch 
upon any one of theſe, is to throw the 
dice, if falvation be to be had only in one of 
them, and if every error, that by chance hath 
made a ſect, and is diſtinguiſhed by a name, 
be damnable. | : 

* Tf this conſideration does not deceive me, 
we have no other help, in the midſt of theſe 
diſtractions and diſunions, but all of us to 
be united in that common term [or boun- 
dary,] which, as it does conſtitute the church 
in its being ſuch, ſo it is the medium of the 
communion of ſaints; and that is, The creed 
of the apoſtles (s); and, in all other things, an 

honeſt 


(s) Our author you ſee, does over and over recom- 
mend the Apoſtles creed, as fully ſufficient for a ge- 
neral confeſſion of faith, without any Gather creed or 
creeds whatſoever, And yet, even in this creed, he 
finds one article, which he ſays was not in the old creed, 
as appears in ſome of the ancient copies, to which he 
refers, being alſo omitted in al! the confeſſions of the 
eaſtern churches, and in the Nicene creed, &c. Now, 
ſays he, taking out this article, all other articles are 
© ſuch, as directly conſtitute the parts and work of our 
© redemption.* Sz. 1.—We may here ſubjoin thoſe 
pertinent remarks of a gentleman of the church of 

England, 


3e 
Boneft endeavour to find out what truths we 
can, and a charitable and mutual permiſſon 
to Others, that diſagree from us, and our pi. 
Hons. I am ſure this may ſatisfy us, for it 
will ſecure us; but I know not any thing elſe 
that will.” Se#. 22, Ep. Dedic. &c. | 
That prodigy of parts, learning and judge- 
ment, Mr. Hales, appears to have been ex- 
actly of the ſame ſentiments with our author 
upon this head, (as he was upon all other 
topics of chriſtian liberty ;) and his words 
may deſerve to be here ſet down, —* In all 
public meetings pretending holineſs, - ſo there 


be nothing done, but what true devotion and 


piety brooke (or can admit of,] Why may 
not I be preſent in them, and uſe commu- 
nication with them ?—I do not yet fee, 


that men of different opinions () in Chri- 


England, in one of his letters to a Roman-catholic, 
relating to creed. To what purpoſe, he aſketh, is 
© your clogging of creeds upon mankind ? St. Peter 
< {whom you claim as the- founder of your church, ] 
© complained, that the yoke of the Jewiſh law was 
© very heavy, by reaſon of circumciſion, abſtinence 
© from divers meats, and the obligation of obſerving other 
< parts of the ritual aw. Were he now alive, I am 
© perſuaded he would expunge all the creeds but that 
© called the Apoſtles. Happy had it been for Chriſtians, 
© if the Chriſtian Religion had been left in the ſimplicity 
© and purity, in which it is expreſſed in the Scripture, 
5 and not, upon the condemning an opinion we call he- 
© ey, eſtabliſh a new article of faith, never before 
© thought of, wth a neceſſity of believing it on pain of 
« damnation.” Mr. Bulſirode, hereafter mentioned. 
WO: Matters of opinion are no parts of the wor/hip of 

6 „ nor in order to it, but as they promote obedience 
to his commandments.” Lib. of proph. ſect. 16. a 
ſtian 


” 
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ſtian teligion may not hold communion in 
facris, and both go to one church. Why 
may not I go to an Arian church, fo there 
be no Arianiſm exprefled in their Liturgy” 
[or form of worthip ?]J—And here he ſug- 
veſts to us ſeveral juſt and uſeful retards 
concerning the frame and contents of /turgies 
in general. Were liturgies (ſays he) and 
blic forms of ſervice fo framed, as that 
they admitted not of particular and pri- 
vate fancies, but contained only ſuch things, in 
which All Chri/t:ans do agree, ſchrſms on opinion 
were utterly vaniſhed. —Prayer, confltion, 
thankſgiving, reading of Scriptures, expoſition 
of Scripture, adminiſtration of ſacraments, in 
the plaineſt and ſimpleſt manner, were mat- 
ter enough to furniſh out a ſufficient liturgy. 
though nothing either of private opinion, 
preſcribed geſtures, &c., or of the many ſa- 
_ perfluities, which creep into the churches un- 
der the name of order and decency, did in- 
terpoſe itſelf. —— Conſider (ſays he again) of 
all the liturgies, that are or ever have been; 
remove from them whatſoever is ſcandalons 
to any party, and leave nothing but what All 
agree on; and the event ſhall be, that the 
pablic ſervice, and honour of God, ſhall no 
ways ſuffer; whereas, to load our public forms 
with the private fancies, upon which we dif- 
fer, is the moſt ſovereign way to perpetuate 
ſchiſm ſu] to the world's end, —To charge 
A | churches 
() © Whereſoever falſe or ſuſpected opinions are made 

* a piece of the church-liturgy, he that ſeparates is h 
* the 


LR 
churches and liturgies with things unnece - 
ſary, was the firſt beginning of all ſuper- 
ſtition,” &c. Thus far this incomparable per- 
ſon in his Tra# concerning ſthiſm ; where- 
in he. has many other valuable obſervations, 
well deſerving the conſideration of ſenſible and 
difintereſted readers. 


© the ſchiſmatic. For, it is alike unlawful to make pro- 
© feflion of known or ſuſpected falſehoods, as to put in 


practice unlawful or ſuſpected actions. Tr, of Schiſm. 


At has never gone well with the church of Chrift 
(faith Archbiſhop Fake) ſince men have been ſo narrow- 
ſpirited, as to mix the controverſies of faith with their 
public forms of worſbip, and made their liturgies, inſtead 
of being offices of devotion to God, to become /s and 
cenſures of the opinions of their brethren.” Vol. of ſerm. 
p. 195.--His great predeceſſor, Archbiſhop T:lotſon, wiſhed 
all churches to forbear this practice, ſo highly prejudicial 
to the true intereſt of the Chriſtian religion. He wiſely 
thought, that the leſs the communion of any of them was 
clogged with diſþytable opinions or practices, the world 
would be the happier, conſciences the freer, and the ſe- 
veraF churches the more quiet. This, as we are in- 
formed by Biſhop Burnet, was the ſettled and declared 
perſuaſion of that excellent man and chriſtian. The 
good effect of this rule, if it were followed, would ſoon 
appear in all communions ; and there are ſome churches, 
where that effect is happily experienced. Biſhop Stilling- 
fleet (in his [renic.) obſerves, to the honour of the pro- 
teſtant churches in France, that they have nothing diſputa- 
ble or controver/ial in their liturgies; inſomuch that perſons 
of different communions, even thoſe of the Romiſb church, 
may without ſcruple, and at times actually do, join in 
thoſe general addreſſes to God, offered up through the 
one common Mediator of all believers, Jeſus Chrik. 
This was the open profeſſion, and only diſcriminating 
mark of catholic communion, among the ancient catho- 
lic Chriſtians, Deum coLimus PER CHRIS TUM. And 
can there be a better among modern Chriſtians, pro- 
feſling and practiſing catholiciſm? The 
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The late ingenious M hitelocle Bulſirode, Eſq; 
a member of the Church of England, in his 
fourth letter (x) to Dr. Wood, a Roman- 
catholic, ſhews, that theſe ſentiments of lati- 
tude, relating to the preſent ſubject, did not 
die with-our two great advocates for catholic 
communion, Taylor and Hales. - | 

„ Suppoſe (lays he) a man ſhould have 
ſome heterodox opinions; (as, that of a millena- 
rian ; or, that we ſhall have the ſame friend- 
ſhips in the next life as in this, &c. ;) Why 
ſhould theſe, and twenty more ſuch innocent 
opinions, hinder church-communion, and join- 
ing in prayer together For My part, I 
could join in prayer with an Arian, who con- 
tends only pro punto temporis, in quo Filius 
non erat: For what have I to do with his 
erroneous opinion ? If ten, or an hundred 
men believe in Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; 
that the Scriptures are the word of God, and 
ſufficient for ſalvation, &c. though they may 
differ touching free-will, predeſtination in 
the rigid ſenſe, God's preſcience of future 
contingences, and other moot points in 
ſchool-divinity; yet they may all be good 
Chriſtians, be of one religion, join in prayer 
together, and go to heaven, | notwithſtanding 
ſuch differences in opinion.” 

Again to the ſame purpoſe :—* Notwith- 
ſtanding difference of opinion in ſome points, 
ſurely modeſt and humble men (and ſuch 
ought all Chriſtians to be) may live in the 


(x) Printed at * 1717. 


bands 
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bands of peace and affection, and unite to- 
gether in the common of Chriſtianity, 
viz. of adoring God in public, in being uſeful 
to mankind, and promoting the welfare of 
human nature in general, and ing our- 
ſelves pure and unſpotted from the world. 
If one Chriſtian thinks the happy foul de- 
parted ſleeps till the day of judgement ; 
another, that it goes into a place of eaſe, 
but not of happineſs ; a third, that it goes 
into the higheſt degree of glory; Why ſhould 
theſe and ſuch like ſentiments make me 
rate from the communion of worſhip with thoſe, 
from whom I differ in ſuch opinions?” 

It appears by the letters of this gentleman, 
that he could freely join in communion and 
worſhip with all churches profeſſing the faith 
of Chriſt as delivered in the New Teſtament, 
and requiring no terms of communion re- 
pugnant to, or inconſiſtent with, that great 
rule of faith. He clearly diſtinguiſhes be- 
tween the worſhip as well as doctrines of our 
proteſtant diſſenters tolerated by law ih theſe 
realms, and thoſe of the Romaniſts, which 
are nat tolerated ; ſhewing, that the former 
are conſiſtent with the welfare of the State, 
and the latter deſtructive of it. You of 
the church of Rome, ſays he, differ from us 
even in fundamentals; which our diſſenters 
do not. They diſown, as well as We, all 


foreign ecclefiaſtical power, &c. but [you] Pa- 


piſts acknowlege another Head in fpirituals, 
and would be for bringing in a foreign power 
5s in 


1% 3 

in eccleſiaſtical matters, which would tend to 
the diſturbance. of the State; and therefore 
ſor for that reaſon only,] are not permitted; 
not (as You would have us believe) upon a re- 
ligious, but a political reaſon. And as to 
the terms of communion required by the church 
of Rome, he fairly aſketh; * How can your 
Roman church, with any colour or appearance 
of reaſon, make theſe new articles (thoſe of 
Pope Piu, IV.) to be the terms of commu- 
nion with her, and damn all thoſe, that are 
not of her communion ?”—— The particular 
articles, among others, which he produceth, 
as deterring all thoughtfal proteſtants from 
communion with ſuch a church and ſet of 
worſhippers, are thefe. 1. That in the Maſs 
there is offered a true, rope; and propitiat 

faerifice for the quick dead. 2. Tranſub- 
Rlantiation. 3. Communion in One kind. 4. Pur- 
F. Invocation and worſhiping of Saints. 
6. The veneration of reliques. 7. The worſhip- 
ing off images. "Theſe, he aſſerts, are inno- 
vations in the Romiſh-church, which the pri- 
mie church knew nothing of: And theſe, 
he declares, We [proteſtants] have ju/? cauſe 
to reject. Second Letter. LM 
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V. 'TOLERATION; 


* T Oleration of differing opinions is ſo 
far from diſturbing the public peace, 

or deſtroying the inter of princes and 
common-wealths, that it does advantage to 
the public, [as] it ſecures e ; becauſe 
there is not ſo much as the pretence of 
religion left to ſuch perſons [as are of a 
contentious diſpoſition,] to contend for tole- 
ration, it being already indul ged to them.— 
The experience, which Chiſtendom hath 


bad in this laſt age, is argument enough. to 


prove this aſſertion.—— 
All 20% princes, till they were over 
borne with faction, or- ſolicited by 
ich perſons, gave Zoleration. (y) to differi — 
ſects, whoſe opinions did not diſturb the 
lic intereſt. | 
* Religion is [fitted and intended] to me- 
liorate the condition of a people, not to do 
it diſadvantage; and therefore thoſe doc- 
trines, that inconvenience; [or incommode] 
the Public, are no parts of good religion. 
The religion of Jeſus Chriſt is the 
beſt eſtabliſher of the felicity of private per- 


(y) Mr. Hales makes the ſame obſervation : < Whilft 
men were truly pious, all meetings of men for mutual 
help of piety and devotion, whereſoever and whomſo- 
ever celebrated, were permitted, without exception.” 


ſons, 


[ 37 J 
ſons, and of particular communities: It is a 
religion, that is prudent and innocent, hn- 


mane and reaſonable, and [which] brought 


infinite advantages to mankind, but no in- 
convenience; nothing, that is unnatural, un- 
ſociable, | or unjuſt. [Which is the cha- 
racer, ' that Am. Marcellinus, a heathen hi- 
ſtorian, gives, it: [Nil niſi juſtum ſuadet 
et lene.] | | W 3 
. | *, Religion may be ſafe in diverſity of 
perſuaſions; and it is alſo a part of Chriſti- 
an religion, that the /berty; of mens con- 
ſciences (x) ſhould be preſerved in all things, 
where God hath not ſet a limit and made 
a. reſtraint : that the ſoul of man ſhould 
be free, and acknowlege .no Maſter but 
Jeſus Chriſt ; that matters, ſpiritual. ſhould 
not be reſtrained by puniſhments corporal : 
that the ſame meekneſſe and charity ſhould 
be preſerved in the promotion of Chriſti- 
anity, that gave it foundation and incre- 
ment, and firmneſs in its firſt publication: 
that concliſions ſhould not be more dogma- 
tical, than the virtual reſolution and effi- 
cacy of the premiſes : And that the perſons 
Mould not more certainly be condemned, than 
their opinions confuted : And laſtly, that the 


infirmities of men, and difficulties of things, 


(2) Humani juris & naturalis poteſtatis, uunicuique 
quod putaverit colere. Sed nec religionis eft cogere 
religionem; qua ſuſcipi  /ponte debet, non vi. Ter- 
tul. ad Scapul. | 

ſhould 
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thould -both of chem be put in balance, 
to make abatement in the definitive ſen- 


tence againft mens perſons. 
perſuaſions in 


6 Toleration of di 
certain caſes (as where the maintaining an 
opinion may accidentally. diſturb the pub- 
lic e, through the over- activeneſſ and 

nce, &c. of the perſon, who main- 
tains FS is to be conſidered upon politi- 
cal grounds, and is juſt fo [far] to be 
admitted or denied, as the opinions, or the 
toleration of them, may conſiſt with wy 
public and neceſſary ends of | 
As ian — muſt yr to the in- 
tereſt | of their government, ſo eſpecially muſt 
they confider the No intereſts Chriſtianity, 
and not call every redargution, or modeſt 
ciſcovery, of an etablilled error, by the 
name of diſturbance of the peace. For it is 
very likely, that the peeviſhneſſe, and im- 
ience of contradiction, in the governors 
themſelves] may break the peace. Let 
em remember the g e of Chriſti- 
anity, and the liberty of conſcienres, which 
ought to be preſerved ; and let them do 
Juſtice to the perſons, whoever they are, that 
are peeviſth, provided no man's perſon be 
over-borne with prejudice, 

« In the queſtion of Toleration, the 
foundation of faith, good life and govern- 
ment, 'is to be [principally] ſecured. — The 
ſafety of the Public is a neceſſary conſi- 
deration in the permiſſion of as 

I or 
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[or of religious liberties.} For according to 
the true, ſolid, and nt ends of the 
Republic, ſo is the doctrine to be [either] 
permitted, or reſtrained, and the men that 
preach it, according as they are good ſub- 
jects, and right common- men, ſor 
otherwiſe.) 

It is certain, that That is no good re- 
ligion, that teaches doctrines, whoſe conſe- 
quents will deſtroy all government,——No 

doctrine, that deſtroys government, is to be 
endured. | N 

If the doctrines of any ſet or body of 
men in relation to government, and public 


ſocieties, prove faulty, they are fo much the 


more intolerable, by how much the conſe- 


quents are of greater danger and malice : 
Such doctrines as theſe [for inſtance ; 


* The Pope may diſpenſe with all Oaths 
* taken to God or man.——He may abſolve 


ſubjects from their allegiance to their natural 


* Prince.——Faith is not to be kept with 
* beretics— Heretical Princes may be ſlain by 
© their ſubjects.— Theſe propoſitions are 
ſo depreſt, and do ſo immediately communi- 
cate with matter, and the intereſts of men, 
that they are of the ſame conſideration with 
matters of fact, and are to be handled ac- 
cordingiy.— Now theſe opinions are a direct 
overthrow to all human ſociety, and mutual 
commerce; a deſtruction of government, and 
of the laws and duties of ſubordination, 
which we owe to Princes; and therefore 

thoſe 
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1 
men of the church of Nome (a), that 
„and preach them, cannot pre- 
excuſes of innocent Opinions, a 

perſuaſion, the weakneſſe of humanity, 
and the diſſiculty of things. For God hath 
not left thoſe truths, which are neceſſa- 
ry for the conſervation of public Societies of 


men, ſo intricate and obſcure, but that every 


one, that is honeſt, and deſirous to under- 


(a) The true religion of Chriſt, as taught us in its 
ſimplicity and purity in the New Teſtament, is in all 
reſpects moſt excellent, worthy of God as the author, 
and deſerving the utmoſt regard of Man as the receiver. 
If you compare with it the religion (as it is called) 
of the church of Rome, they will appear to be two dif- 
ferent religions, and in many reſpects even clean con- 
trary the one to the other. To give but one inſtance 
out of many. The Chriſtian religion doth abſolutely 
forbid perſecution : The religion of Rome doth abſolutely 
avow it, and reſolutely practiſe it. I have ſhewn 
* (faith Biſhop Taylor) that Chriſtianity does not puniſh 
© corporally perſons erring ſpiritually ; but indeed Po- 
© PERY does. Ep. Dedic. And ſpeaking of thoſe, who 
profeſs this antichriſtian ſyſtem, *+ They maintain (ſays 
he) Loctrines and Practices, that are direct Impieties, 
and certainly de/iroy a good life.” Diſſuaſ. from Popery, 
Part I. chap. 2. And again ; «© Their doctrines are 
ſuch, as defiroy Chriſtian Scciety, and Monarchy in par- 
ticular.” Itid. chap. 3. Can thoſe doctrines then, which 
are thus fundamentally deſtructive of Chriſtian Society, 
and civil Monarchy, be ſafely tolerated in a kingdom, which 
is eſſentially conſtituted upon the principles of both? 
Much more, Can it be ſafe to permit thoſe doctrines 
to be openly profeſſed, audaciouſly aſſerted, and induſ- 
triouſly propagated, by the zealot- emiſſaries of a foreign 
Power, among the ſubjects of a free government, which 
hath long ago rejected with abhorrence the t) rannical 
yoke of that uſurping Power ? | 

ſtand 


on | 

e 
ſtand his duty, will certainly know, That 
No Chriſtian Truth deſtroys a man's being 
ſociable, and a member of the body > politic, 
co-operating to the conſervation of the whole, 
as well as of ſelf. 

„ The reſult of theſe obſervations, touchs 
ing Toleration of diverſity of opinions, is prin- 
cipally this: Let the Prince and the ſecular 
power have a care [that] THE COMMON- 
WEALTH BE $AFE. For whether ſuch or 
ſuch a /e& of Chriſtians be to be permitted 
[and tolerated, or not,] is a queſtion rather 
political than religious.” Ep. Dedic. Set, 
20. 16. 19. 


G 
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APPEND I Xx. 


I. 
The Creed of Pope Pius IV. Be- 


ing the twelve articles added by 
the Council of Trent (a) to the 


Micene Creed, and containing an 


epitome of the whole doctrine of 
Popery. | 
N. do with a firm faith believe and 
profeſs all and every one of thoſe things, 
which are contained in that creed, which 
the holy Roman church uſeth : That is 
to ſay, I believe in one God the Father 
* almighty, &c. [Then follows the Con- 
ftantinopolitan, commonly called the Nicene 
creed, And after this, the twelve following 
articles, viz.] 1. © I do moſt firmly receive 
and embrace the apoſtolical and eccle- 
* ſiaſtical Traditions (b), and other uſages of 
the 
(a) N. B. This is the council, which Mr. Phillips, 
in his ſingular modeſty and piety, compares to that of 
the AyOSTLES at Jeruſalem. The world, ſays he, 
© has never ſeen a more illuſtrious copy of this venera- 
© ble original, than that, of which I have given the 
* abridgement.* [He means in the preceding part of 
his hiſtory.) Part I. p. 421. 
eu Quæ poſtpoſito fafta pudore refers 
(b) Traditions and other uſages of the Roman church. ] 
Theſe, ſaith the vower and ſwearer, „I do moſt firm- 
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the fame church. 2. I alſo receive the 
holy Scripture, according to that ſenſe, 
which holy Mother Church (to whom it 
belongeth to judge of the true ſenſe of the 
holy Scriptures,) hath held, and doth hold; 
nor will I ever receive and interpret it 
otherwiſe, than according to the unanimous 
conſent of the Fathers. 3. I profeſs alſo, 
that there are truly and properly ſever 
Sacraments of the new law, inſtituted by 
"Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and neceſſary for 
the ſalvation of mankind, though not all 
for every one ; that is to ſay, baptiſm, 
confirmation, the euchariſt, penance, extreme 
unction, orders, and matrimony : And that 
they do confer grace ; and that of theſe, 
baptiſm, confirmation, and orders, cannot 


ly believe and embrace.” —But what ſaith Chriſt ? Lay- 
ing aſide the commandment of God, ye hold the tradi- 
tion of men.—PFull well ye reject the commandment of 
God, that ye may keep your Own Tradition, Mark vii. 
8, 9. Which words are directly appoſite, and literally 
applicable, to the preſumption of that church, which, 
though profeſſing the chriſtian religion, takes the liberty 
to add human tradition to the inſpired Mord of Gad, 
as being, they ſay, without ſuch addition (but can y ou 
believe them?) an imperfect rule. What, Can the in- 
vention of man be more perfect than the wiſdom of 
God ? Do we want better authority, than that of 
© our Saviour, to reject the traditions of men, and to 
© hold faſt the doctrine of the Apoftles and Prophets 
© of the Goſpel?” See Bp. Sherlock, Vol. IV, Diſc. xii. 
In ſhort, * The holy Scripture (as our church aſ- 
© ſures us, upon the beſt grounds) containeth Al 
© things IE to Salvation,” And what can we 
deſire, or hope for more? Can tradition ſave us, when 


the rd of God condemns us ? 
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© be repeated without ſacrilege. 


I receive 
© alſo and admit of the received and a 

© proved rites of the catholic church, in 52 
© ſolemn adminiſtration of all theſe above- 
© named facraments. 4. I embrace and re- 
© ceive all and every the things, which have 
© been defined and declared in the holy 
council of Trent, concerning original fin, 
and 7u//ifichtion. F. I profeſs likewiſe, that 
© in the Maſs is offered to God a true, 
proper, and propitiatory ſacrifice for the 
© living and the dead; and that in the moſt 
: holy facrament of the euchariſt is truly, 
really, and ſubſtantially the body and blood, 
c 
- 
* 
c 
c 


together with the h and divinity of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift ; and that a change is 
made of the whole ſub/tance of the bread into 
the body, and of the whole ſubſtance of the 
wine into the blood ; which change the 
catholic church calleth tranſubſtantiation. 
6. I confeſs alſo, that under one &ind only, 
whole and intire Chriſt, and the true ſacra- 
ment is taken. 7. I conſtantly hold, that 
there is a purgatory (c), and that the ſouls 

* detained 

(c) Purgatory.) Were it not for this, viz. * that 
they [the popiſh inſtructors] affright their people with 
a fear of purgatery, or with the ſeverity of penances, in 
caſe they will not venture for purgatory (for by their 
doQtrine they may chuſe or refuſe either) there would 
be nothing in their doctrine or diſcipline to impede 
and flacken their proclivity to /in, But then they 
have as eaſy a cure for that too, with a little more 
charge ſometimes, but moſt commonly with 1:5 trouble. 
For there are ſo many confraternities, ſo many  privi- 
3 leged 
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© detained there are helped by the prayers 
© of the faithful. 8. Likewiſe, that the 
* ſaints, reigning together with Chriſt, are 
to be venerated and prayed to; and that 
© they do offer up prayers to God for us; 
© and [alſo] that their religues are to be 
* venerated. 9g. I moſt firmly aſſert, that 
the images of Chriſt, and the Virgin Mo- 
* ther of God, and other ſaints, are to be 
© had, and retained; and due honour and 
© veneration is to be given them. 10. I 
© alſo affirm, that Chriſt hath left in his 
* church a power of granting zndulgences ; 
© and that their uſe is moſt wholeſome to 
© chriſtian people (4). 11. I acknowlege 
© the holy catholic and apoſtolic Roman 
© church to be the mother and miſtreſs of 
© all churches; and do promiſe and ſwear 
© true obedience to the Pope of Rome, the 
© ſucceſlor of St. Peter, prince of the A- 
* poſtles, and the vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. 
© 12. All other things likewiſe, that are 
* delivered, defined, and declared by the 
holy canons and ecumenical councils, and 


leged churches, altars, monaſteries, cemeteries, offices, feſ= 
| tivals, and fo free a conceſſion of indulgences appendant 
to all theſe, and a thouſand fine devices to take away 
the fear of purgatory, to commute or expiate penances, 
that in no ſet of men do perſons with more eaſe and 
cheapneſſe reconcile a wicked life with the hopes of 
heaven, than in the Roman Communiton.” Lib. of 
proph. ſect. 20. | 

(4) That is, to the Laity, Qu. as to. Popes, Car- 
dinals, Priz/ts, &c. 


* eſpecially 


n 

© eſpecially by the holy "ou of Trent, I 
© undoubtedly receive and profeſs: And at 
| © the ſame time, whatſoever things are con- 
© trary hereto, and all hereſies condemned, 
© rejected, and anathematized by the church, 
© 1, in like manner, condemn, reject, and 
< anathematize, 

* This true faith, out of which none can 
© be ſaved, which I freely profeſs at preſent, 
and truly hold, I will, by God's belp, moſt 
* conſtantly retain and confeſs, whole and in- 
© tire, to the laſt breath of my life, &c. I 
© the ſame N. do promiſe, vow, and ſwear, 
© So belþ me God, and his holy Goſpels. 

The frank and impartial writer of the 
letters to Dr. Wood, before cited, having, in 
the laſt of them, exhibited to his corre- 
ſpondent the concluding article of the fore- 
going extraordinary creed, relating to coun- 
cils, and ſynods, and canons, and hereſies, 
and anathema's, &c. and offered ſome ap- 
polite remarks thereon, it may be proper 
to ſubjoin them here ; leaving it to com- 
mon ſenſe and obſervation, to judge of their 
evidence, propriety, and force. | 
Now I would fain know (faith he) 
What faith, or even degree of aſſent, a 
Romaniſt can give to thoſe things, which 
have been delivered, defined, and declared 
by general councils, whoſe ſubject matter 
not one in a million of your church hath 
ever ſo much as heard of? And yet the 


paſtors of your church tie the poor flock 
| | to 


FT » 
to the repetition of a creed, [that of Trent,] 
wherein they curſe they know not whom, 
they know not why ; nay, they curſe them- 
ſebves ; for they anathematize all herefies— 
condemned by the church ; and I doubt not 
but divers [he might have ſaid, numbers] 
of your church, embrace ſome [embrace 
and profeſs very many] opinions, contrary 
to ſome definition or other of your coun- 
cils [and creeds.— This large faith, or 
rather credulity, that you require, puts me in 
mind of an 1: papiſt, that was an ordi- 
nary ignorant fellow, and was executed for 
ſome notorious crimes a few years fince (/), 
who (by the help, I ſuppoſe, of ſome wiſe 
popiſh prieſt,) made confeſſion of his faith, 
as malefators at the time of execution 
often do, to this effect: That he was 4 


Roman: catholic, and died in the communion of 


that church, and believed [by the way, he 
ſays nothing of his practice,] as the catholic 
church ever did believe, now doth believe, 
or ever ſhall believe.” He was reſolved (you 
ſee) not to be damned, for not believing 
enough.” — Much good may do ſuch men 
with their voracious credulity, and oftrich= 
digeſtion ! 


(/) This letter was dated in July, 1710. 


4.6 RR II. Some 
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Some Specimens of popiſh inſtructions 
to the vulgar; taken from the cu- 
rious catechiſm of father Henry Tur- 
bervil, called An abridgement of 
Chriſtian doctrine; which hath been 
much cried up by the members of 
the Romiſh church, and had a 
great run among them, more par- 
ticularly in England, being reviſed, 
approved, recommended and li- 
cenſed, by Dr. V. Hyde, Profeſſor 
of divinity in the Engliſh college 
at Doway, and Cenſor of books. — 

Dat. Duac. Mar. 11, 1649. 


Riſum teneatis, amici? 


_— 


2, YA JHAT is the Church? 
| A. It is the congregation of all 
the faithful under Chriſt Jeſus, their inviſible 
head, AnD [under] us VICAR UPON EARTH, 
THE POPE. 

Q, What are the eſſential parts of the church? 

A, A Porr (or ſupreme Head,) Biſhops, Pa- 
ſors, and Laity. | 

How prove you St. Peter and the 


Pope his ſucceſſor, to be the viſible head of 
the church? A. (I.) Out 


#3 


. 

A. 4 ti) Oot Oat of 8. . 15, &c. where 

Chriſt g ve S. Peter —abſolute power to feed 

2 his « 2 ſaying, Feed my lambs, 
2 my lambs, F C): Therefore 
the re of the A —＋ — Tis Lambs and 
foeep,) and He cher Head or Paſtor. (2.) Out 

Matth. xvi. 18. where Chriſt faith, Thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock will 1 build my 
tharch, Therefore, the 7 of the Apoſtles 
were built on Peter, &c. 

Why do we call the church, the Roman 
church ? 

A. Becauſe, ſince the tranſlation of S. Pe- 
ters chair from Antioch to Rome, the particu- 
lar Roman church has been Head of All the 
churches, and to her the primacy hath been 
affixed. | 
Q. Is the church enfallible ? 

A. She is, and therefore to be believed: And 
All men may reft ſecurely on Her judgement. 

2. How can we be aſſuted of the truth in 
things controverted ? 

A. By the :nfallibke authority, definition, 
and propoſition of the catholic church. = 


2 Wherein doth the unity of the catholic * Id E 
Un 


church conſiſt ? 


A. In holding priefily abſolution from N 


* in adoring Chris body and blood as 0 
really preſent in the euchariſt, 2. holding the 14 
Pope's ſupremacy in things belonging to the 


are, Feed my lambs, Feed 9 ada bane 


| ſpiritual government of the church, as alſo Mee unit 
(8), Re- examine. The words in the place referred * Io 


rd] | 


1 r 


1 


( 50 ] 

the infallibility of the church, and [of] gene- 
ral councils, in delivering and defining points 
of faith. Theſe are no. matters of indiffe- 
rency, but high fundamentals. 

Q, What mean you by the church's unity? 

A. That all her members—obey the fame 
ſapreme Head [the Pope,] and his Magi- 
ſtrates [Kings and e &c.] profeſs the 
fame faith, even to the leaſt article, and uſe 
the ſame ſacraments, and ſacrifices. 


May not a well-meaning perſon be ſaved 


in any religion? 

A. — As in a natural body, that part, 
which has not a due contain to (5) the 
heart or root, preſently dies for want of con- 
tinuity ; So, in the church, the myſtical body 
df Chriſt, that man, who has = a due ſub- 
ordination and connection to the Head and 
common councils thereof (that is, the Pope and 
general councils; from whence, under Chriſt, 
we have our ſpiritual life and motion, as we 
are Chriſtians,) muſt needs be dead; nor in- 
deed can he be accounted a ; member of that 

myſtical body. 

2. Who are thoſe, who are e Not to be ac- 

counted members of the church? 
A. All ſuch, as are not in the unity of the 
church, by a 190 firm belief of her doeirine, 
and due obedience to her paſtors ; as Jews, 
Turks, HerETiICs, &c. 

Q. How do you prove all obſtinate noveliſts 
{Proteſtants and other ſectaries] to be Heretics? 
(hb) So in the printed copy. 

A. Be- 


. 
A. Becauſe they wilfully ſtand out againſt 
the definite ſentence of the church of God, 
and will not ſubmit to any judgement or tri- 
bunal, which Chriſt hath left on earth, for 
| deciding ſuch doubts, as they themſelves are 
pleaſed to move ; but will be tried only by 
their own idle brain, and the dead letter of 
the Scripture, 
9, Why are Proteſtants and other ſectaries 
ſo divided? 
A. One reaſon is, becauſe it is the ve- 
ry ground-work of proteſtancy, that al/ men, | 
even the very church of God, are fallible, and 
ſubjeft to err; ſo that they [thoſe proteſtants 
and ſectaries] cannot pretend to certainty, or 
:infallibility, for any One point of their be- 
lief (:).——To be of One religion is to be | 
of One ſettled perſuaſion in points of faith; | 
and ſettling cannot be without infallibility or 
neceſſity. So that it is not well poſſible for 
any two proteſtants or ſeCtaries to be of One 
rehgion. 

9. [We cannot, you ſay, be aſſured of the 
truth, in controverted points, but by the #nfal- 
lible authority of the catholic church :] For 
what end then was the Scrip/ure written, if 
not to be a decider of controver/ies ? 

A. The writing or committing it to dead 
letters was only for ſuperabundant conſo- 


——— — — „ a — 


(i) No certainty of any One point of their belief.) Not 
even of the exi/tence of God then? —Of Jeſus Chriſt? —Of - 
the reſurrection of the dead ?—Of the general judge- 

ment: — Of Heaven, or Hell? —&c. 


H 2 lation, 
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lation, and, that by a ſenſible and common 


reading of it (without any critical or contro- 
verſial libration of words) we might be able 
to know, that God Is [or exiſteth,] and What 
he is, as alſo that there is a Heaven and a 
Hell, rewards for virtue, and puniſhments for 
vice, with examples of both : All which we 
find in the letter of the Scripture by. plain and 
ordinary reading (&). 

9. Why is the church ſaid to be holy, or tao 
have ſanity? 

A. Becauſe ſhe hath a holy faith, a holy 
law, holy ſacraments, and is guided by the 
holy Ghoft to All truth and holineſs. 

9. Notwithſtanding the ſanctity of the ca- 
tholic church, are not ſome HOES _ 
as prote//ant: ? 

A. Yes verily, and more wicked: [Welt 
ſaid :) For where ſanity is leſs, there ſacri- 
lege cannot be ſo great. ——Proteftants have 
not ſo holy a faith, ſuch holy ſacraments, nor 
ſo holy a church to abuſe. | By the way, Have 
they any church at all?] as catholics have: 
And therefore no wonder if ſome catholics— 
(N. B.) be worſe than Any proteſtants. Yet 
catholics have ſome ſaints [or holy livers ;] but 
proteſtants None. Excellent 

9. How do you prove, that the FREY is 
infallible ? 

A. Becauſe ſhe is the pillar and ground of 
truth, (1 Tim. iii. 15.) and, pon this rock 


(4) But Quere, Who are admitted to this plain and 
ordinary reading? Are plain and ordinary people ? 


N What 


ss ] 
bat rock (/)?] Cbeiſt promiſed to tl} 
is church, (Matth. xvi. 18.) He promiſed 
alſo, The boly Ghoſt ſhall teach you all things, 
be Spirit of truth ſhall teach you all truth, 
Job. xiv. 26. and xvi. 13 (n)“. | 
. How declare you, that the 4% 


efinitions 
of a general council, approved by the Pope, 
are infallible in matters of faith? 

A. Becauſe ſuch a counci] is the church 
repreſentative, and has the ſame infallibi- 


(1) The tie ſenſe is, Upon the firm foundation of 
this open, general, and comprehenſive confeſſion, made 
by Peter, (viz. that Jeſus is the promiſed Meffiah;) 
will I ere the ſpiritual edifice of My church and peo- 
ple, and eftabliſh My religion.—Now, how wofully js 
this text perverted by the Romiſb church, to ſerve a 
purpoſe, which it was never intended to ſerve, and with 
which indeed it has no connection. It is much to be 
wiſhed, that Chriſtians of all denominations would re- 
linguiſb this wretched practice, which is too common 
amongſt men of every ſect and communion, though 
it be ſo great a diſgrace to all. There is nothing 
(faith a late eminent Prelate) more complained of, and 
yet nothing more u e practiſed, among all par- 
ties, than the perverting the Holy Scriptures, to ſupport and 
maintain the opinions and doctrines, which are the di- 

inguiſhing marks and characters of different communions, 
This holds true of all ſes, in proportion as they have 
| departed from the genuine doctrines and practices of 
Chriſtianity : For all ſects equally labour to maintain 
their tenets, and do more or leſs pervert the Scripture, 
as they have more or leſs gone aſtray from it.” Biſhop 
Sherlock, Vol. IV. Diſc. vi. 2. 

(n) If the Scripture be, as theſe inſtructors tell us, a 
dead letter, and it we, poor unhappy proteſtants, have 
no certainty of any One point of our belief from Scrip- 
ture, unleſs confirmed to us by papiſts; Why do thoſe 
papiſts themſelves appeal to 9 75 dead letter, and refer 

5 | ; 
us to * for proof and certainty 1 ty 


. | 
17. (% ches the chireh rev Geer the world 
ba 


9. What other reaſon have you ? 
A. Becauſe the definitions of fuch a 
council, are the DICTATES OF THE Horx 
Gnos r (o), according to that of the Apoſtles, 
&c. Acts xv. 28. 
9. What think you then of fuch, as accuſe 
the church of errors in faith, and of idolatry? 

A. Truly I think them to be Heretics 
or Infidels. Matth. xvili. 17. 

9. What is the rule of faith, by which 
the church conſerves her nfallib:lity? 

A. Apoſtolical tradition, or receipt of 
doctrine, by hand to hand, from Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. — Although We (faith St. 
Paul) or an Angel from heaven, evangelize 
to you befides that, which we have evan- 
gelized to you, be he anathema : Or, be- 
fide that which you have received 
tradition,] be he anathema (p). Gal. i. 8, g. 
D Can the church err in faith, ſtanding 
to this rule? | 

A. She cannot. 

9. But do not heretics ſay, that the 
church hath ati ged, and erred in faith? 

(n) The ſame infallibility.] Quære, Whether that ſame 
infallibility be any infallibility at all? 

(o) The ſtory of the cloak-bag, ſent daily from 
Rome to the council at Trent, is well known. See 
Fa. Pauls Hiſt, &c. 
 (p) Monſtrous diſtortion of this paſſage from its 


nuine ſenſe and deſign. The anathema will recoil 
with a double force upon the perverters of this aw- 


8 A. They '/ 


* 


„ 
A. They do indeed, but it will not ſerve 
their turn barely to /ay it, unleſs they were 
able to prove it; which they neither are, 
nor will be.—For (1.) the preſumption and 
poſſeſſion of ber integrity and infallibility are 
on the church's fide. And (2.)— They, who 
ſhall accuſe the church, the ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
of errors and apoſtacy, unleſs their proofs be 
evident and undeniable, ought to be deteſted 

as blaſpbemous beretics. 
hat means the Communion of Saints ? 

A. It means, (1.) That the faithful do all 
communicate in the ſame faith and facra- 
ments, in the ſame ſacrifice, and alſo in the 
merits of one another (q), Cor. xii. 26.— 
And, (2.) That the faithful on -ar+þ do com- 
municate with the Angels and Saints in heaven ; 
We, by praijing and praying to Them; 
They, by praying for Us. Luk. xv. 10. 

9. How prove you, that the Saints have 
any power to do us good ? 

A. Out of Apocal. ii. 26, 27. where 
Chriſt hath promiſed them power over us. 

9. How do you prove, that it is lawful 
to pray to Angels? 

A. Out of Apecal. i. 4. Where St. Jobn 
did it. [But compare chap. xix. 10.] and 
chap. viii. 4. Where we read, that they pre- 
ſent the church's prayers to God. Alſo, 
Gen, xIviii. 16. where Jacob prayed to an 


(a) Merits of one another.) N. B. No mention made 
of the merits of Chriſt : Which he might at leaſt have 
ſubjoined, as ſuperior to all other merits. - 


Angel, 


*** 2 —— p ˖ 


bee. (7). 


, Prayers to Angels, and prayers to 


* : x : 
[3] .a 2: 
Aurel This place is cedsforprayer to An- 
gels — 4 the notes of the Riegicoaaſtament | 
& G. # - 

1 . How prove you, qr, may pray to 
e - 

A. Out of the ſame Geh. xl viii, 16. Where 
Facob taught his children to do it, faying, - 
Let my . be invocated ider _ Py 


. 


— How prove you, chat They pray for Us? 
A. Out of Apocal v. 8. The twenty- 
Four elders fell down before the Lamb,” &c. 
„ What do you underſtand by the pe 
giveneſi of n 

A. 1 underſtand, that God——hath _ 
power to his church to remit them by * 


. and 
— U hat * proteſtants and ſe&aries "A 


ceive _— their pretended ſacrament - the 
eughariſt ? | 
A. They receive only a bit of blter's FRF 
with a poor ſup of common vintner'swine. 
The ld Catechiſm abounds with ſuch de- 
licacies of ſound inſtruction. 


Ex pede Herculem. 


(r) This one text (Gen. xlviii. 16.) will, it ſeems, 
ſerve two beneficial purpoſes at once. It will authoriſe 
Sault. Inve- 

upon, 1. e. according to the of church, Let 

Me (Jacob.) be proyed to, and worſhiped The original 
nd Let My name be named upon them. Accordingly, his 
ſerity-were diſtinguiſhed and di pos with His Name, 
fraelites, the children of 4/rael, 
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